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plies that Cavour, whatever diplomatic prudence compelled him to say 
in public, gave the Thousand such help as he could. Mr. Trevelyan's 
statement of the attitude of the Sicilians, while it may not please those 
who are all enthusiasts after the victory, is unquestionably correct. Con- 
trary to Crispi's assertions and to general belief, the islanders were not 
burning for a revolution : here and there small groups of agitators, 
mostly Mazzinians, were at work, but they neither controlled large 
bodies of the natives, nor were ready to bring Garibaldi much valid 
support when he came. 

The final achievement of the biography is the lifelike portrait which 
it presents of Garibaldi. Mr. Trevelyan paints him as he was — a strange 
compound of great and little qualities, who, in spite of everything, had 
an almost supernatural fascination for his followers and held Europe 
spellbound by his exploits. To have achieved this, measures the skill 
of the biographer, who has neither whitewashed defects nor suppressed 
truths that might detract from his hero's unique prestige. Another 
historian might have emphasized other points in the story, but no one 
can say that Mr. Trevelyan has not produced by far the best book ever 
written on the subject — a work which, if its conclusion equals the present 
volume, is not likely to be superseded. As an example of the proper 
blending of biography and history, it may be commended to students of 
historical writing. 

A word must be added on the accessories. Mr. Trevelyan provides 
many contemporary portraits of the principal persons and views of the 
places described, as well as five excellent maps. He has nearly a score 
of appendixes in which he discusses questions raised in the text. An 
ample bibliography contains the titles not only of printed material, 
including newspapers and magazines, but also of inedited manuscripts 
and of notes of conversations. 

William Roscoe Thayer. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

The German Element in the United States, with special Reference to 
its Political, Moral, Social, and Educational Influence. In two 
volumes. By Albert Bernhardt Faust. (Boston and New 
York: Houghton Mifflin Company. 1909. Pp. xxvi, 591; xvi, 
605.) ' • 

An adequate general discussion of German influence in the United 
States has been a desideratum for a long time. It is true that a number 
of valuable books have been published on various phases of the subject, 
such as the works of Seidensticker, Kapp, Loher, and Rattermann, the 
publications of the Pennsylvania German Society, and the various vol- 
umes of the Deutsche Pionier; but no one had succeeded in covering 
the whole field in a satisfactory manner. A new impetus was given to 
investigations along this line, when in March, 1904, three prizes were 
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offered by Mrs. Catherine Seipp of Chicago for the best monographs 
on the German element in the United States. In this contest the first 
prize of three thousand dollars was awarded to Professor A. B. Faust 
of Cornell University. The book before us is the publication in revised 
form of the manuscript submitted in competition for this prize. 

In these two handsome, stately volumes, richly illustrated, we have 
for the first time a complete survey of the whole subject of German 
influence in the United States ; and as we turn over the pages and note 
the extensive bibliography, the unusually complete index, and numerous 
foot-notes, we cannot avoid a feeling of respect and admiration for the 
indomitable energy and industry, the results of which are here contained. 

The book is divided into two somewhat sharply differentiated parts: 
volume I. being largely historical; volume II. representing more in 
detail the Cultur-historische side of the discussion. Thus in volume I., 
we have an admirable general view of the successive waves of German 
immigration, such as the settlements in the Mohawk and Schoharie 
valleys, and in New Jersey; the more important immigration to Penn- 
sylvania, and its overflow into Maryland, Virginia, and the two Caro- 
linas; as well as the independent settlements of the Salzburgers in 
Georgia, the sparsely scattered German communities in New England, 
and the later migrations to the West. 

Of course in this part of the book, the author found predecessors 
but he has done good service in summing up the main facts in a clear 
and interesting manner. One part of the first volume, however, that 
contained in chapters xn. to xv., under the general title of the Winning 
of the West is the result of independent research on the part of the 
author, who has done much to give due credit to the Germans in the 
work of defending and advancing the frontiers of the American colonies 
— a credit which has hitherto been largely monopolized by the Scotch- 
Irish. 

The second volume is almost entirely the result of original investi- 
gation, and represents an enormous amount of work on the part of the 
author, who has ransacked newspapers, examined libraries, consulted 
experts, and corresponded with a large number of individuals. In this 
way he has brought to light a multitude of new facts concerning the 
influence of the Germans in the various phases of American civiliza- 
tion. Thus we have chapters on what they have done for agriculture, 
bridge-building, naval-architecture, lithography, and the various manu- 
factures of iron, steel, glass, pottery, and musical instruments. Other 
chapters discuss the part taken by Germans in music and the fine arts, in 
literature and journalism, and in the political and educational develop- 
ment of the country, while a general survey is given of the various 
German religious denominations. 

Yet these numerous facts are not scattered helter skelter throughout 
the book, but are arranged under appropriate headings. In fact, taking 
the second volume as a whole, we have not merely a discussion of the 
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German element on the various phases of American activity, but a 
genuine contribution to the Culturgeschichte of our country. Thus in 
the chapters on education, music, the joy of living, etc., the part played 
by the Germans is introduced by a general outline, brief though clear, 
of the whole history of the subject under hand. 

One phase of the subject has been discussed by the author with a 
thoroughness and impartiality worthy of high praise, and that is the 
estimate of the number of persons of German blood in the United 
States. This is an exceedingly delicate question, and the most extrava- 
gant statements have from time to time been made, some going so far 
as to claim one-third of the population of the United States for the 
Germans. Professor Faust in his careful and cautious study of the 
Census reports and other sources has come to the conclusion that the 
number of persons of German blood is only eighteen million. This is 
probably as near to the truth as we can hope to come. 

From the above brief review but a feeble idea can be obtained of 
the enormous amount of research and study embodied in these two 
volumes. The bibliography of more than eighty closely printed pages 
shows the extent of the sources laid under contribution. 

In spite of the multiplicity of names, dates, foot-notes, etc., we have 
noticed comparatively few actual errors; in the note to volume I., page 
112, the subtitle of the writer's book on the German and Swiss Settle- 
ments of Colonial Pennsylvania should be a Study, not a Story of the 
so-called Pennsylvania Dutch; the name of the well-known Lancaster 
County family Hershey is given in several places as Herschey, a form 
which I think never occurs. So also volume I., page 112, note, the name 
Gochenauer is given as " Goshenauer ", and in volume II., page 40, 
" Echelburger " should be Eichelberger. On page 454, volume II., Pro- 
fessor Faust speaks of the name Blauvelt, as one which " points to a 
German origin ". This name is not German but Dutch as the " w " in 
the first syllable of the original form, Blauwvelt, and the " v " in the 
second syllable indicate. 

Yet these inaccuracies are but slight blemishes on a work that is 
worthy of the highest praise for its scholarly thoroughness, its impar- 
tiality, its logical arrangement, and the interesting style in which it is 
written. It will undoubtedly be the standard in its own field for a long 
time to come, and all students of the history of the United States will 
find in its pages, not only a storehouse of indispensable facts, but a model 
for the similar treatment of other racial constituents of our national life. 

Oscar Kuhns. 



